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Santa Cruz County
Horsemen's Association

Dear Member,
 

The next club meeting is Tuesday, March 20,
6:30pm at the Clubhouse.

IT'S ELECTION TIME!  

You are invited to attend & vote for
your club President, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Board of
Directors.  This year we have 10
nominees to fill 11 positions on the
board.  

You are also invited to nominate a
current member for a position on the
Board of Directors at the meeting.
(Nominees must be a member for at
least one year before running for the
board, and must accept the
nomination.)

This year's current nominees have
provided a statement for your
consideration, provided below and on
the club website. Members nominated
at the election meeting can offer their
statement verbally prior to the vote.

Nominated Officers

   President    Karen Bish*

   Secretary    Bonnie Stoehn*

   Treasurer    Steve Shupe  

Nominated Board Members

    Jaime Donato

   Carol Kelley*   

   Jan Jensen*

   Robin Musitelli*

   Kathy Rodoni

   Heather Shupe*    

   Mary Sullivan White*

   Vacant  

 

*denotes nominee is a current
board member

 

 

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

 

     1.  SCCHA OFFICER CANDIDATES

President - Karen Bish*

I’ve been a horse lover my whole life and a horse owner for over 30 years. Trail riding is my favorite and I dabbled in
Endurance. Completing Tevis in 2006 is my proudest accomplishment. I joined the club because I enjoy the social
opportunity to go to events and hang out with other horse lovers.

I’ve been on the board going on two years. I enjoy the challenge of bringing my organizational skills, learned during my
career with large high-tech corporations, to helping the club to move forward in support of its goals.
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As president, I’d like to focus on getting the membership more informed and involved with the business of making
SCCHA the best it can be. We’ve gotten some great ideas from the membership already and it will be my pleasure to
encourage more great ideas and to help bring those ideas to fruition. I am dedicated to making the board for SCCHA
inclusive, open and entirely responsive to our membership.

 

Secretary - Bonnie Stoehn*

I’ve trained horses and coached riders all of my adult life. In past years I was an avid 3-day event competitor.  I founded
and ran two non-profit equine welfare organizations. I was Northern CA Campaign Coordinator for Prop 6 which made it
illegal to send California horses to slaughter.

I’ve taught clinics at the Showgrounds, judged shows, taught spookfest, pony club etc. I’ve been a long- time member
of our Equine Evac Team. I brought my teachers, Ray Hunt and Buck Brannaman to Graham Hill for clinics and
currently organize our annual Buster McLaury clinic.

Horses are central to my life and I believe SCCHA and the Showgrounds are central to our horse community. With less
and less land available for equestrian activities and fewer riders willing to risk trail riding in the midst of speeding
bicycles, our club is more relevant than ever.

I’m running for a seat on the board as recording secretary. If you have time, energy and good ideas, I encourage you to
run also. Let’s do all we can to keep our club strong and vibrant! Thank you.

 

Treasurer - Steve Shupe

I am running for Treasurer of SCCHA.  I am married, in my 50’s and enjoy our three horses.  I have been a member
supporting several events held at SCCHA.  I will bring fresh ideas and help SCCHA continue to be a thriving club. 
Recently I received the Northstar Award, the highest honor the Boy Scouts of America gives to volunteers.  I will put the
same effort into SCCHA, supporting the members and board.  In my professional life I am responsible for a team of 9
and millions of dollars in assets.  I understand the need to be fiscally responsible and would appreciate your vote and
support.  Thank you.

*Current Board Member

 

     2.  SCCHA BOARD MEMBER CANDIDATES

Jaime Donato

Hello, My name is Jaime Donato and I and running for a seat on the Santa Cruz County Horsemen’s Association. I am
the mother of two tween boys and married to a wonderful helpful hardworking man. I am a horse enthusiast who rides
regularly and visits the grounds frequently. I would like to help support the club and feel like I'm in a good position to do
that. I served on the board a couple years ago and had to step down to fulfill other commitments. I am a person of
integrity, not afraid to work hard and would appreciate your vote.

Happy Trails, Jaime Donato 

 

Jan Jensen*

Life member of SCCHA and United States Pony Club, Graduate B from Santa Cruz County Pony Club, current Horse
Management Instructor for Golden Hills Pony Club, Member (junior, adult and board) of SCCHA since 1974 and
represented SCCHA at the CSHA Horsemastership Program winning Reserve State Champion English in 1983. 
January 2017 was one of four US Pony Club Volunteers to receive the National Founder's Award for over 20 years of
service at the Club, Regional and National levels

My desire to be on the SCCHA board again is to represent the juniors in the community and promote SCCHA by
offering educational, leadership and horsemanship activities.  SCCHA needs junior equestrians to continue the history
of the club, land conservation and the equine community in Santa Cruz County.  The Junior program will encourage
SCCHA members and their children to participate through different activities, clinics, games, shows, etc.  Activities for
those that do not own or have access to an equine will be available as well.



3/10/2018 Santa Cruz Horsemen&#39;s Association - Emails

https://sccha.wildapricot.org/admin/emails/wizard/ 3/4

I look forward to bringing the junior program back to SCCHA with your support.  Thank you.

 

Carol Kelley*

I Carol Kelley am running for the position of board member. I hope to contribute in any way I can to help the Santa Cruz
County Horsemen's Association provide a fun & safe environment for members to bring their horse families to play. 

 

Robin Musitelli*

I have served on the SCCHA board for the past 9 years, including four years as president. This past year, my focus has
been on the grounds, a new trail and several new campsites behind the paddocks, rodent control, and a planned
equipment barn and shade shelter.

I want to continue efforts to make SCCHA a welcoming, informative and supportive club for equestrians of all ages.

 

Kathy Rodoni

My name is Kathy Rodoni and I am running for a seat on the board of the Santa Cruz County Horsemen’s Association. I
am the mother of two horse girls and ride myself. I’ve been around horses most of my life and like to help where I can. I
have managed a small boarding facility up the coast for 15 plus years which has allowed me to see the diversity of
horse people and given me the opportunity to see many horse related issues of all types. I am a former Manager of
At&t where I worked for 20 years.  I currently live across the street from the SCCHA and frequent the facility quite often.
I would appreciate your vote. 

Thank you,

Kathy Rodoni

 

Heather Shupe*

I was very lucky to have a family who loved horses while growing up.  My sister and I rode bareback most of the time,
until we started competing in gymkhana and equitation events.  I still love trail rides, the longer the better.  Horse-
camping is another passion, especially with my husband Steve and granddaughter Kalaina.  We have been known to
ride out early, returning to camp after dark with firewood strapped to the saddle for s’mores. 

Serving on the board of SCCHA and riding Horse Patrol have become important to me in the last few years.  Both
organizations provide a way to support trail preservation, shared trail access, and education.  I enjoy working alongside
SCCHA members to keep our club viable, welcoming, and open for all riding disciplines. If re-elected I intend to
continue promoting SCCHA’s proud legacy and to help maintain our beautiful facility for the future.  Thank you for your
consideration. 

 

Mary Sullivan-White*

I have been on the SCCHA board for the last 14 years. In which I have been your membership secretary for a large part
of that. I have been a member since I was a child, I was in the junior program. My children and grandchildren have
ridden here. My family goes back 5 generations being involved with SCCHA. These grounds and this club is very
important to me. I want to make sure the grounds and club are here for more generations for all our families in the
future.  I have put on horse shows, Play Days, the St Jude’s Rides, Ride for Relay and that is just a few things to list.  

*Current Board Member
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Santa Cruz County Horsemen's Association 1145/1251 Graham Hill Road, Santa Cruz CA  


