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So how was 2016?  

Okay, never mind. Overall, it was crummy. 

But, at least our club had a fun year, and thanks to our members and 
their equine partners, I can promise that 2017 will be at least as good.  

The board hasn’t yet firmed up dates for our events – that will come 
later this month – but I want to tell you about some of what has been 
penciled in.  Check for dates newsletter calendar next month. 

Camp Cut Loose, which we introduced last year, will be back, complete 
with catered dinners, line dancing, massages (for you and your horse), 
and games. This year we plan to tweak it just a bit, adding some rides. 
And, of course, a champagne challenge ride.  

The popular Fireworks 25/50 Endurance Ride is also returning, after a 
year’s hiatus. Our friends at Quicksilver endurance club will co-manage 
the ride with Heather Shupe. This is the club’s signature event, but in 
recent years had become difficult to stage largely because it takes so 
many volunteers. Quicksilver folks bring not only their endurance 
experience and enthusiasm, but also fresh horses to this ride. 

Our trail trials event was so successful last year that we were asked to 
host the State Finals this year. Of course we will!! 

Ride for Relay, a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society, will 
feature games on horseback, a dinner and raffle. The raffle is one that 
you don’t want to miss. And Buster McClaury will be back for a cow 
working clinic. Pony Club and District 9 Gymkhana will use the grounds 
several weekends.  

Time after time, riders from out of the area comment on our facilities. 
We are truly fortunate to have the Showgrounds, and it’s wonderful to 
be able to share them.  Again this year, we will invite members from 
several horse clubs for a weekend of camping.  

Speaking of gophers – because you know that, and ground squirrels, are 
all anyone talks about -- I am trading in my SCCHA president’s hat for 
Head Gopher Getter.  We have a posse and we’re going after the rascals, 
while Elise Levinson takes the Presidential reins.  

We’re also putting together plans for improvements at the entrance of 
the Showgrounds (like screening the garbage bins and building a new 
kiosk), more camping sites in the back, and will also  be building a small 
equipment barn. We had hoped to have the equipment barn finished by 
now, but plans were put on hold by the County until we complete a biotic 
survey this Spring in search of the tiny popcorn flower. 

I’m not saying good-bye yet – I have a few more months as prez.  And,  I 
reserve the right to get sappy and emotional about how wonderful it 
has been to represent SCCHA these past four years.  Gush.       ~Robin

NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Next  
Membership Meeting 

Tuesday Evening  
January 17  

6:30 ~ Clubhouse 

Winter Horsekeeping 
Challenges 

Our region’s winter rains greatly  
impact how we manage our 

horses and their environment. 
Major considerations during the 

wet season span manure 
management, rain rot,  

to blanket or not (and how much), 
abscesses, thrush, feeding, and 
much more. We’ve discovered 

some really good solutions for a 
variety of circumstances. If you 
want to hear about approaches 
that work, come on out to this 
meeting for input from experts 
and “seasoned” horse owners.

http://sccha.wildapricot.org
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Business 
Card

$20/mo. 
$50/3 mos.

1/4 page $40/mo. 
$400/yr.

1/2 page $80/mo. 
$800/yr.

Full page $140/mo. 
$1400/yr.

TO ALL MEMBERS: NOTICE REGARDING TRAINERS 

SCCHA’s Insurance Company and Santa Cruz County Parks requires any trainer who trains 
at Graham Hill Showgrounds to carry equine liability insurance. Members may only work 
with trainers at the showgrounds if they have this required insurance. A trainer is: Anyone 
who accepts monetary or other compensation (includes trading items or services) for giving 
instruction to riders & handlers. 

SCCHA MAKES NO ENDORSEMENTS of any trainer, even those with the required 
Certificate of Liability Insurance. Trainers must follow the same rules set forth for all 
members and have no additional privileges. Members with trainer questions may contact 
any board member. Members are welcome to contact Mary Sullivan-White (see back page) 
to find out if a trainer has recently filed their Certificate of Liability Insurance, and exactly 
what is required to satisfy insurance obligations. 

Trainers who meet requirements  
& their insurance exp. date:  

Rebekah Crill 7/17 
Kelly Eynon 10/16  
Dori Fontaine  8/17 
Patty Kiersted 12/17 

Wendy Killingsworth 7/17 
Kristin Praly 8/17 

Bonnie Stoehn 6/17

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED  
MONTHLY BY THE  

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY  
HORSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

EDITOR:  
Claudia Goodman 
manedance@surfnetc.com  
17151 Cougar Rock Rd  
Boulder Creek, CA 95006

ALL SUBMISSIONS
Email file to address above.   
DEADLINE is last Tuesday of 
month for next month’s issue.

TRADING POST ADS  
must be horse related & non-
commercial. Free to members, 
$5 for non-members. Include 
item, price, name, phone. 
RENEW by email  
each month ad is to be run.

STORIES & ARTICLES  
from members are welcome.  
Share your horse interest and 
experience with us. 

BUSINESS ADS 
Email to editor at address 
above. Ads must be paid in 
advance, payable to SCCHA 
and mailed to editor’s address.

COMMERCIAL AD FEES

Our 2017-18 Membership Year  
Begins April 1, 2017 

It’s only January! Renewals aren’t due yet (they will be due 
by 3/31/17), but those who wish to renew early are welcome to 
do so. NEW Members are also welcome to join anytime after 
January 1st in order to have the remaining months of 2016-17 
membership  (through  3/31)  included  with  their  2017-18 
membership.

You can join or renew your membership online — this year 
will  be  the  first  time  we  have  the  option  to  process  all 
memberships from our website! When you’re ready to renew, 
keep in mind that your renewal is only a few clicks away at 
sccha.wildapricot.org. It’s definitely the quickest way to get it 
done. Paper membership applications remain for those who 
prefer them.

Most members have already made the switch to viewing our 
newsletters online. For those of you who still choose to get a 
paper copy via snail mail, please consider changing this option 
when you renew your membership.  If  you opt to read our 
newsletter online rather than requesting a paper copy, you’ll 
be able to view the issues in glorious color as soon as they are 
uploaded (rather than waiting for the printing and mailing 
process  to  complete).  Let’s  not  forget  to  mention  the  cost 
savings for printing and mailing.

http://sccha.wildapricot.org


Trading Post 
Gently used 15 inch Ortho Flex 

Turn and Burn Barrel Saddle. 
This saddle with it's 

revolutionary suspension 
improved our times by 2 seconds 

and I didn't get bucked off 
anymore. $2000 sacrifice (worth 
$3000). Call Terri at 831 212 4282 

or 831 428 6383.   
Happy New Year!

Graham Hill Showgrounds Events Calendar 
All Showgrounds Events are Scheduled through the Calendar Secretary 

Events listed in CAPS are SCCHA sponsored 
✅  Check our events calendar online at sccha.wildapricot.org/events for late-breaking updates

1st & 3rd Sat. 
9am-noon

Pony Club Mounted Meeting  - Large Arena   
Contacts: Betsy Cameron oatcakecameron@gmail.com / Nichole Fisher: nm84@aol.com

Check in next month for our freshly minted 2017 calendar!

SCCHA  
is looking for a 

talented member 
who’d like to be 
our Webmaster. 

Interested in 
keeping our 

website current  
& vibrant?  

Then please contact  
Robin Musitelli at 

manemom@gmail.com  
or 338-8980

Happy New Year! 
In an effort to give our Showgrounds a new, updated look 
heading into 2017, I’ve organized a committee to replace the 
Club’s message/info board. We’re also cleaning up the rather 
cluttered look of the signage on the entry gate. 
The new info-board will have many user-friendly features: 
like a shelf for filling out paperwork, a lost and found box as 
well as detailed emergency info, etc. 
We are, of course, working to keep costs low while providing 
important, useful information. I am especially committed to 
creating a message board that looks and functions great! 
We can order inexpensive plastic containers to hold the 
forms for camping/guest releases, and use a cheap plastic 
tub for our lost and found box, BUT wouldn’t it be wonderful 
to have these things fashioned out of wood? 
Doesn’t need to be fancy, but you know, wood is so much 
more pleasing than plastic - and so much more suitable, 
nicely blending so into our natural surroundings. 
I’m hopeful there may be a member or two with wood-working 
skills, who would be willing to lend assistance to this project.  
If that’s you (or your husband or wife), please give me a call 
and I’ll go over the details to see if it might be a good fit. 
Thanks so much for considering lending your time and skills 
to make our club the BEST! 

- Bonnie Stoehn 831-457-2224 or bonnies@cruzio.com    

Sadly, long time SCCHA member Josef Rivers of Rivers Crest Dragon 
Slayers, passed on Dec. 6th. He will be greatly missed by many.  
Marcia Miller’s Rivers Crest memories: “Big-time 
memories of this Rivers Crest Dragon Slayers show 
side-saddle class at Fairgrounds 1970s - flowers 
ALL OVER the grounds - and a dozen roses given 
out with trophy & ribbon - Big side-saddle class - 
and the Judge liked me & my Sandy for first.”
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2016-17 SCCHA Board of Directors

CLUB WEBSITE:    sccha.wildapricot.org 

GROUNDS CARETAKER:   Tricia Dalton    idratherbridin@yahoo.com    566-4763

⚫   Area code for phone numbers is 831 except where noted  ⚫

President  
Robin Musitelli, 338-8980  manemom@gmail.com  

Director / Treasurer 

Kristi Locatelli, 818-2848  klocatelli@yahoo.com 

Director / Recording Sec’y  
Val Riegel, 246-2983  hhzcurator@gmail.com 
Director / Membership Sec’y 
Mary Sullivan-White, 331-6227 / 425-7352  
sulliz28@yahoo.com 
Director / Calendar Sec’y 
Elise Levinson, 425-8667  sccowgirl@sbcglobal.net   
Director / Volunteer Coordinator 
Patsy Johnston, 458-9135 patsy.johnston@sbcglobal.net  

Director / Grounds 
Deborah Herting, 408-202-7489 

deborah_herting@yahoo.com  
Director 
Melissa Broquard, 408-431-2417 

mhbroquard@gmail.com 
Director  
Debbie Boscoe, 423-8848  debbieboscoe@gmail.com 
Director 
Bonnie Stoehn, 457-2224  bonnies@cruzio.com 

Director 
Heather Shupe, 408 348-9512 

shrkshupe@sbcglobal.net

SCCHA 
1145 Graham Hill Rd 
Santa Cruz, California  

95060 - 1469 
Address correction requested 

January 2017
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