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To listen to me, you would think that I’m embarrassingly mushy, sappy and a PolyAnna – 
with a good measure of  banality, platitudes and truisms mixed in. It’s true, but bear with 
me anyway. 
I want to say thank you, thank you, thank you. It has been an honor and privilege to be 
the President of  the Santa Cruz County Horsemen’s Association for the past four years.  
My appreciation of  the diversity and value of  our horse club has grown deep. With 
gratitude, I have witnessed the love and value of  the horses in our lives, the importance 
of  horse people in our communities and in our club, and I cherish the friendships that 
have grown. Our horses give us a connection with each other and the world that I can’t 
imagine being without. 
I’m also so proud of  the SCCHA – our members and club have helped evacuate horses 
from fire and floods, have built and repaired trails, have contributed to college educations, 
have hosted equestrians for clinics, competitive rides and fun. I can attest that Board 
members work hard – and we’ve had fun. 
So, enough of  the mush. I would like to relate a few of  my favorite moments during the 
past several years. 
First, the Great Toilet Mystery. A toilet in the women’s bathroom would clog 
intermittently. We snaked it. It would work for a while. Members snaked it. Same result. 
We left a snake next to the toilet for daily “maintenance.” Finally, months into this, we 
called a plumber, who dismantled the toilet and found …. a cell phone in a jewel 
encrusted case. (It was encrusted with more than jewels by then, too.) And just think, 
nobody ever claimed it. 
Meanwhile, my granddaughter, who was then 4, pondered what, as President of  the club, 
I did. “Does that mean that you’re President of  the potties?” she asked. Yes, and it’s a 
title I feel that I earned. 
We also had the great Manure Mystery, (seems like there’s a theme here) in which our 
manure was disappearing from the bunker. Someone was literally stealing our “stuff.”  
Turns out a landscaper from Woods Cove thought he was doing us a “favor.” 
Then there was the dog that had been running loose on the grounds.  When confronted, 
the embarrassed owner had to ask for help to get the dog out of  the tube/pipe at one the 
jumps. When the dog was shaken out of  the tube, he came out with a ground squirrel in 
his mouth. Bad dog, good dog. 
There’s a picture in my mind of  Rebekah Crill crawling on hands and knees to the chair 
during a round of  musical chairs on the play day.  Pictures of  Mary Sullivan’s three little 
reds taking their first steps and losing teeth in the clubhouse. Images of  Chris Cox 
getting hosed by our errant sprinkler during his clinic. He wanted to know where the wet 
t-shirt contest was being held. 
An especially memorable moment was when Kristi Harwell took a call on her mobile 
phone from a contractor working on our outdoor kitchen. Kristi, who can be counted on 
to be sane and sensible no matter what the circumstances, matter-of-factly told him that 
she was at the hospital delivering. “Delivering what?”  he asked.  She was in labor 
delivering a baby, of  course.  The contractor was stunned into silence – I laugh every time 
I imagine his expression. 
Thanks all, and happy trails. We’re going to have a wonderful year as a club and I hope to 
see you often. 

NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Annual 
Elections!

March elections are here! 
Come out to vote for our
 2017-18 President & 
Board of Directors.  

(List of nominees on page 2)

As always, we celebrate 
our new Board & Club 
Members with Cake!  

We’ll sum up our 
highlights from last year 

and go over the  
upcoming calendar.

And we’ll discuss a 
complete list of Board 

areas of responsibilities.

Next  
Membership 

Meeting
Tuesday Evening  

March 21  
6:30 ~ Clubhouse

~ Robin

http://sccha.wildapricot.org
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Business 
Card

$20/mo. 
$50/3 mos.

1/4 page $40/mo. 
$400/yr.

1/2 page $80/mo. 
$800/yr.

Full page $140/mo. 
$1400/yr.

TO ALL MEMBERS: NOTICE REGARDING TRAINERS 

SCCHA’s Insurance Company and Santa Cruz County Parks requires any trainer who trains 
at Graham Hill Showgrounds to carry equine liability insurance. Members may only work 
with trainers at the showgrounds if they have this required insurance. A trainer is: Anyone 
who accepts monetary or other compensation (includes trading items or services) for giving 
instruction to riders & handlers. 

SCCHA MAKES NO ENDORSEMENTS of any trainer, even those with the required 
Certificate of Liability Insurance. Trainers must follow the same rules set forth for all 
members and have no additional privileges. Members with trainer questions may contact 
any board member. Members are welcome to contact Mary Sullivan-White (see back page) 
to find out if a trainer has recently filed their Certificate of Liability Insurance, and exactly 
what is required to satisfy insurance obligations. 

Trainers who meet requirements  
& their insurance exp. date:  

Rebekah Crill 7/17 
Kelly Eynon 11/17 

Dori Fontaine  8/17 
Patty Kiersted 12/17 

Wendy Killingsworth 7/17 
Kristin Praly 8/17 

Bonnie Stoehn 6/17

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED  
MONTHLY BY THE  

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY  
HORSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

EDITOR:  
Claudia Goodman 
manedance@surfnetc.com  
17151 Cougar Rock Rd  
Boulder Creek, CA 95006

ALL SUBMISSIONS
Email file to address above.   
DEADLINE is last Tuesday of 
month for next month’s issue.

TRADING POST ADS  
must be horse related & non-
commercial. Free to members, 
$5 for non-members. Include 
item, price, name, phone. 
RENEW by email  
each month ad is to be run.

STORIES & ARTICLES  
from members are welcome.  
Share your horse interest and 
experience with us. 

BUSINESS ADS 
Email to editor at address 
above. Ads must be paid in 
advance, payable to SCCHA 
and mailed to editor’s address.

COMMERCIAL AD FEES

GRAHAM HILL SHOWGROUNDS REPORT - - 
HELPING HANDS NEEDED! 

Like the rest of the County, the Showgrounds has been battered by 
winter storms. We have a large tree that has fallen, and lots of 
branches to clean up.   

Our round pen is currently closed because the storm runoff and ground 
squirrels teamed up to play havoc. Henry Cowell and Wilder Parks have 
been virtually impassable.  SCCHA member Steve Richmond has 
headed up a crew doing trail repair work in Henry Cowell, particularly 
along the River Trail.  We were pleased to donate $1,000 toward that 
effort, which paid for crews for four days of work. Thank you, Steve. 

Larry Wall has delivered sand for the entry of the main arena to replace 
what washed away.  Thank you, Larry. We are making progress! 

Cleaning up storm damage will be the main task of our SCCHA 
workday on Saturday, April  8. We’ll be starting at 9 a.m. Please bring 
gloves, clippers and such. And, most of all, please show up.

March is Election Time!  
At our next membership meeting (3/21), we hold our  
annual Board of Directors elections. Here are the candidates: 
President - Elise Levinson 
Treasurer  - Kristi Harwell 
Recording Secretary - Val Riegel 
Directors returning to run for the Board are:  
Deborah Herting, Heather Shupe, Bonnie Stoehn and Mary Sullivan-White  
Past President remaining on Board is Robin Musitelli  
New candidates running for board at time of publication are:  
Karen Bish, Donna Rodoni 
Many, many thanks to our outgoing directors -- Melissa Broquard,  
Debbie Boscoe and Patsy Johnston

http://sccha.wildapricot.org
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Membership Renewals are Due by 3/31/2017 
for membership through 3/31/2018

Powder Mill Trail is closed until further notice

http://sccha.wildapricot.org
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COAST  ROAD  STABLES 
551 HIGHWAY 1, SANTA CRUZ 

Monthly Boarding Available 
COVERED STALLS

LARGE PADDOCKS


DRY ARENAS


ACROSS FROM WILDER RANCH  
STATE PARK TRAILS


Contact JULIO RINALDI  831-251-3240

Ride with Us into the Future 
✰ Wanted For 2017-18 ✰ 
SCCHA Board Of Directors 

✰ Have you ever thought about supporting our club by joining the Board ? 

✰ Do you have ideas that you think would better our grounds or club? 

✰ Do you want the club to have a bright future & continue to support area 
equestrians? 

Then, consider a run for our Board of Directors in March 2017. Contact our 
President or any Board member and find out all you need to know about 
being on the Board!  The future of SCCHA is waiting for you!

We need at least one more director 
nominee for our Board!

http://sccha.wildapricot.org


Graham Hill Showgrounds Events Calendar 
All Showgrounds Events are Scheduled through the Calendar Secretary 

Events listed in CAPS are SCCHA sponsored 
✅  Check our events calendar online at sccha.wildapricot.org/events for late-breaking updates

Trading Post 
New Horse Boarding Facility open in Soquel "Arrowhead Ranch". Amenities Include a very knowledgeable staff, trainers 
for most disciplines, 100X200 arena, hot and cold wash racks, kitchenette, tack rooms and trailer parking area. Wonderful 
kids program. 5 miles from the town of Soquel, just past Olive Springs Road. (The road from Soquel is open!) Call to arrange 
a visit 831-464-1320 Heather Mickerson, I look forward to seeing you! 

Brand New Extreme Vortex 1680D High Neck Turnout Blanket  82”  Waterproof/Breathable. 300 grams of high-loft poly 
fill. Adjustable double buckle front closure. Elasticized, extended shoulder gusset maximizes freedom of movement. Mid-neck 
coverage - eliminates rain and sleet from seeping under the blanket in the shoulder area and rubbing on wither area. Cross-
Bias nylon surcingles with elasticized insert. In our neck of the woods, this blanket is suitable for a horse that is clipped in 
winter, which my mare isn’t… so selling for a very reduced $85. Claudia manedance@surfnetc.com / 234-5145

https://sccha.wildapricot.org/events


2016-17 SCCHA Board of Directors

CLUB WEBSITE:    sccha.wildapricot.org 

GROUNDS CARETAKER:   Tricia Dalton    idratherbridin@yahoo.com    566-4763

⚫   Area code for phone numbers is 831 except where noted  ⚫

President  
Robin Musitelli, 338-8980  manemom@gmail.com  
Director / Treasurer 
Kristi Locatelli, 818-2848  klocatelli@yahoo.com 

Director / Recording Sec’y  
Val Riegel, 246-2983  hhzcurator@gmail.com 

Director / Membership Sec’y 
Mary Sullivan-White, 331-6227 / 425-7352  
sulliz28@yahoo.com 

Director / Calendar Sec’y 
Elise Levinson, 425-8667  sccowgirl@sbcglobal.net   

Director / Volunteer Coordinator 
Patsy Johnston, 458-9135 patsy.johnston@sbcglobal.net  

Director / Grounds 
Deborah Herting, 408-202-7489 
deborah_herting@yahoo.com  

Director 
Melissa Broquard, 408-431-2417 
mhbroquard@gmail.com 

Director  
Debbie Boscoe, 423-8848  debbieboscoe@gmail.com 

Director 
Bonnie Stoehn, 457-2224  bonnies@cruzio.com 

Director 
Heather Shupe, 408 348-9512 
shrkshupe@sbcglobal.net

SCCHA 
1145 Graham Hill Rd 
Santa Cruz, California  

95060 - 1469 
Address correction requested 

March 2017
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