
When I was a child, I illustrated stories about girls and their horses. 
A favorite theme was horses coming to the rescue of girls in need. 
Throughout my life, horses and art have kept me in touch with what is 
most important in life!
 I began exploring photography in my teens. In the early 1970's, 
I attended art school at California College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland. 
Through the 1970's and 1980's, I made a living working in the visual 
merchandising and graphic art fields. From 1990, I began a 25-year 
career in social work. During those years, photography and art, kept my 
spirit alive.
  In 2000, I adopted my horse, Romeo. During a difficult time, when
he was recovering from an injury, I photographed his pasture life and 
interactions with his herd. It was through this process that I became 
increasingly serious about my photography. In 2016, I was able to retire 
and give my full attention to developing my photography. While I am 
primarily self-taught, I’ve taken workshops with Tony Stromberg, 
Seraphina Landgrebe and Jeffery Luhn, among others.

One of my intentions as a photographer, is to share the respect I feel 
for animals, in order to make the world a better place for them.
 Some of my most memorable photography sessions have been at 
Return to Freedom, a wild horse sanctuary in Lompoc, CA. Rescued 
herds of equines, including burros, live out their lives together on acres 
of rolling hills. While it’s not a perfect situation for these herds, I admire 
those who are at least doing their best to provide a better life for 
equines. Humans have used and abused equines throughout history. 
They deserve to be honored and protected.
 I’ve spent years selling online and through galleries, art & wine 
festivals, shops, and cafes, and have participated in numerous juried 
shows, including Santa Cruz Art League, Triton Museum in Santa Clara 
and Open Studios in Santa Cruz. My photography has won awards at art 
centers in Sacramento, Chico and at the Western States Horse Exposition.

What inspires me most about photographing horses and other animals, is observing
and recording their unique personalities and communication with each other.

Left: “Wild Majesty”
Right: “Love Circle”

For more about Karen’s art,
click the links below:

Above: “Not Just a Number”

Karen and Romeo in front of the
Felton mural that bears his image.

PRIZES FOR RAASH2!
Take a look at what you could win—

and remember to thank and support our sponsors!

 



. . . to appreciate great-looking, easy-care, long-lasting tack. 
Taylored Tack has been a favorite maker of hand-crafted bridles, 
halters, breastcollars, and more for riders in many disciplines.
Made in the USA with stainless steet hardware and high quality 
Biothane, Amanda Taylor’s unique tack means more years of 
riding and no time spent cleaning leather!
Check out all the styles and colors:
https://www.promoplace.com/21073/stores/tayloredtack
Amanda@TayloredTack.com 

Enter to Win!

Over a decade ago, slow feed hay nets didn’t exist. Back 
then, hay nets were made with large holes and poor quality 
materials. Two horse owners from Minnesota saw the need 
for a hay net that could help horses eat slowly, contentedly, 
and naturally, and one that would be both safe and durable. 
Made with highest quality, non-toxic, UV-treated DuPont 
nylon, Hay Chix nets have remained the industry 
standard since they were first introduced. University 
tested, vet approved, and made in Minnesota, Hay 
Chix nets have non-slip, fixed knots. They come in 
multiple sizes, and include an easy to use “Hoggle” 
fastener. 

Visit the Chix and their hard-working staff:
https://haychix.com



Mary Argo has dedicated more than 20 years of her life to 
translating for her animal and human clients. She integrates 
her years of experience with natural talent and multiple 
advanced degrees. 
 As a child, Mary remembers “knowing” things about cats, 
dogs, and horses. She lost touch with her ability until she was 
in college, working toward a degree in psychology with a 
focus on animal science and behavior. She met a trainer 
through her college equestrian team, and was introduced to 
“Kinship with All Life,” by J. Allen Boone. She went on to 
study with telepathic animal communicators like Rapheala 
Pope and Penelope Smith. Mary holds degrees in psychology, 
philosophy, and behavioral science. She is also certified in 
many healing modalities.
 Mary is a sought-after instructor and speaker, and has 
been featured on news programs and talk radio. She is a great 
resource on a horse’s health care team, working with vets and 
trainers to help improve a horse’s quality of life. Clients and 
students say she is honest, fun, upbeat, and encouraging.
 On the most basic level, Mary facilitates communication 
between the animals and people, allowing them all to let us 
know how they feel, and what they need for support.
 On the level of physical health, Mary speaks with animals 
to see where they hurt, and how best to proceed with 
treatment options. She also supports people when their 
animals approach the end of life, speaking with the animal to 
sense when they feel “ready to go.”
 On a deeper level, Mary asks animals what they need for 
healing the soul—allowing them to communicate profound 
messages to their human companions. Simply by being heard, 
animals often begin to heal. Clients report that sessions with 
Mary give them a whole new outlook on the complex mental 
and emotional nature of their animals. 

A 1-Hour Consultation with Mary Argo, PhD

On all levels, Mary helps people feel closer to their animals,
which is perhaps the most valuable aspect of animal communication.

Read more about Mary and how to book a consultation here: 
http://www.petchat.net/PetChat/About_Mary_Argo.html



These creative, simple, clear guides empower riders to help their horses feel and perform their best. 
With an impressive background in many disciplines, Jec saw the need for natural, relaxed methods to 
achieve better biomechanics and athleticism without force. 
For more info: https://www.jecballou.com

A Signed Copy of an Equine Exercise Book by Jec Aristotle Ballou

A High-Tech Athletic Jersey by Iconic

Popular with distance riders, this technical fabric moves with you, and provides UV protection 
while it keeps you cool in the saddle. Choose short-sleeve, long-sleeve, or sleeveless. Many 
sizes, designs, and colors to choose from!
For more info contact:
Lindsay 831-588-8763 

A Nutritional Consult & $50 Gift Certificate

Jessica Lynn, owner of Earthsong Ranch, has been providing natural 
solutions for horse health challenges since 1998. A  team of progressive, 
holistic-thinking veterinarians, herbologists, a microbiologist, and other 
animal health professionals help create her products. She is offering a 
half-hour consult, and a $50 gift certificate for a winning RAASH 2 Rider.
For more info: https://www.earthsongranch.com/


